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Federal Governments A sense of official propriety
would probably lead the Chancellor in such circum-
stances to avoid having to execute a resolution for
which he could not accept the responsibility, by ten-
dering his resignation, thereby announcing his readiness
to co-operate in the selection of a successor whose con-
victions should not stand in the way of the Federal
resolution. Anyhow, the best solution would be not to
drive things to extremities."

At this point it seemed as if something pressing
had suddenly occurred to him. He rang the bell, and
asked the Chancery attendant to call Privy Councillor
Tiedemann, whom he then requested to ascertain at
the palace what had been done in connection with the
pro memoria, which ought to be dealt with promptly
and without delay. He was to go immediately and
make inquiries. When Tiedemann had left, he said :
" The pro memoria concerns the matter on which we
are engaged. But where was I ?" I read him the last
sentence, and he then continued : " Oh yes ! The pre-
vention of such crises as the present will be facilitated
if less importance is given to the discussions in Com-
mittee, and more to those in the plenary sittings, and
if the custom which has recently arisen, for half and
even more than half of the Federal Governments not to
be individually represented at these plenary sittings,
is abandoned. The practice of appointing proxies is
based solely upon the rules of procedure, and not upon
the terms of the Constitution. The matter would take
a very different complexion if the decisive plenary
sittings took place only during a relatively short period
within the Parliamentary Session, instead of being
spread over the greater part of the year, according to
daily requirements, *as has hitherto been the case."